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Abstract

The Okavango delta in the midst of the Kalahari sands, is Africa’s largest and most beautiful oasis. The Delta is one of the most important wetlands in Africa, providing a breeding place for many rare birds and hosting unique and diverse aquatic flora and fauna.  As a keystone species, Nile crocodiles help maintain an intricate balance within the ecosystems they occupy and are therefore essential to the conservation of biodiversity of our wetland systems.  Due to increasing human activities, associated pollution and extensive water extraction and declining fish stocks, essential crocodillian habitat is being lost throughout the world. This poster focuses on previous research carried out on crocodiles in the Lake Lucia ecosystem, South Africa, and on the current newly launched crocodile research project in the Okavango Delta, Botswana. Although it is a keystone species, no management plan exists for the Okavango Nile crocodile and no research or monitoring has been carried out on this population for well over a decade.  The aim of the Botswana research project is to study the ecology and physiology of the Nile crocodile, to contribute to the conservation and sustained development of the Okavango System.  This is a high profile project which addresses a number of environmental issues of critical importance.
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