DISCUSSION FOLLOWING SESSION 5

Lewanika

Q:  Is there any relationship between the traditional and the central system of government? That is, how is the central government responding to traditional management on the ground?

A:  The traditional system is only used and respected by the central government to the latter’s convenience, for example, during elections.  However, there is a dual system of government.  Some acts empower local communities in certain areas and some individual chiefs and the government use them depending on what they see as in their best interest.  Sometimes they work in partnership, sometimes individually. 

Bendsen
Q:  How much of the income generated from ecotourism is retained in the local economy?

A:  A lot of income is lost. Only 29% of the revenue is retained in Botswana while the rest is either repatriated or paid to external agents as complete packages.

Q:  Do safari companies involve people in ecotourism?

A:  Involving people is perhaps difficult for safari companies in the Delta.

Mbaiwa et al.
Q:  What was your definition of carrying capacity in this study?
A:  Carrying capacity is a limit beyond which things are supposed to deteriorate.  We chose to shy away from carrying capacity because one cannot easily assign a single number for carrying capacity.  The limits of acceptable change method offers a more complex and sophisticated measure of the capacity of an area to absorb tourism and its impacts.  It does so by measuring actual impacts and outcomes versus previously agreed-upon desired conditions.

Q:  There are a couple of concession areas or controlled hunting areas in Ngamiland that are not yet utilized in the tourism business.  What might be the implications of this upon congestion of tourism activities in other areas?  A second issue is diversification of the tourism product; right now the product offered to tourists is just wildlife and wilderness.  Could product diversification could help take tourism below the limits of acceptable change in the Delta?

A. It is true that currently tourism in Botswana is mainly wildlife-based and hence there is more concentration of tourist activities in areas with an abundance of wildlife resources.  However, cultural tourism has not been well promoted nor utilized to reduce the reliance of the industry on wildlife.  Non-utilised areas are partly an outcome of improper planning and partly of inaccessibility.  They could indeed help relieve congestion of tourist facilities and activities in certain parts of the Okavango Delta.  
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