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Abstract

The mosaic nature of habitats in the Okavango Delta makes patterns of seasonal habitat selection a lot more complex because animals travel short distances to move from one habitat to another because of short gradients. This study investigates variations in patterns of habitat use and habitat selection of nine animals species. We recorded the occurrence of nine large herbivore species in eight habitat types. Ground surveys were conducted from October 2000 to October 2002.  Seasons were divided into three; raining season (December to March inclusive), flooding season (April to August inclusive), and dry season (September to November inclusive). Surveys were conducted at least once a month to ensure independency. Transects were laid along existing roads traversing through main habitat types occupied by large herbivores. Habitat selection was calculated using selection index of Jacobs (1974).  Animals showed distinct habitat selection over seasons.  Habitat selection indices varied with season for each habitat.  It is hoped that this study will provide baseline information for long-term ecological monitoring of habitat use by large herbivores.
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