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Abstract

The poster presents information collected for a Site Survey of the Makgadikgadi. The survey, commissioned by the Botswana National Conservation Strategy Agency and IUCN-ROSA and carried out by a team of consultants, led by K. Alexander, is a first step toward Integrated Wetland Management. 

The Makgadikgadi Wetland includes the western Ntwetwe pan (8000 km2), fed by the Okavango through the Boteti (although not in recent times), the eastern Sowa pan (6000 km2), fed by the Nata river from Zimbabwe, the Makgadikgadi Pans National Park, the Nata Bird Sanctuary and a section of the Boteti river and has been listed as a possible Ramsar Site because of its unique habitat for wildlife and a vast diversity of birds.

The pans look like massive sheets of salt with islands and peninsulas. They carry water only after heavy storms, although the Nata delta is permanently flooded during wet years, offering habitat to greater and lesser flamingo and pelican.

Information was compiled about the physical and socio-economic environment. The poster displays the Nata river flow-graph and maps of geology, soil and groundwater, maps of the complex administrative boundaries affecting the wetland, historical sites in need of protection, and maps of land-use, land-tenure and population distribution.   Threats and conflicts affecting the Makgadikgadi were listed:

· wildlife-cattle/people conflicts 

· drying up of Boteti river 

· overgrazing 

· wildfowl poisoning (lead-shot)

· off-road driving

· disturbance to avian breeding areas

To advance management planning, community consultation is required to reconcile socio-economic needs with the requirements of wetland ecology. The ultimate challenge is to integrate conservation with improvement of the livelihood of the resident population. 
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