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Abstract

HOORC has a research site in the Okavango Delta at Nxaraga lagoon, southwest of Chiefs Island. Three sampling points have been selected, namely the Boro river, a Weir and a pool on a floodplain. Water samples are collected from these three different points on average twice a month since 1998. Field parameters such as pH, DO, conductivity, temperature and turbidity are analysed on site. Upon submission to the laboratory, samples are analysed for major cations, anions and nutrient composition. The main objective of this study is to determine seasonal variations in water quality and nutrient flux in the delta. So far preliminary results have indicated that there is an inverse relationship between water level and some chemical parameters for example with chloride. This is part of a long-term environmental monitoring programme for the Delta and provides essential baseline data.
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