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 Abstract

The use of remote sensing and GIS has enhanced the quality of environmental impact assessments. Remote sensing and GIS facilitates the assessment of the land use and land cover changes. Results arising from such assessment studies are important for planning and decision making processes.  This poster displays results arising from the use of remote sensing and GIS in assessing the environmental impacts and land use/ land cover changes around the Witbank Dam area of Middelburg, Mpumalanga in South Africa. Landsat images for 1994 and 2001 over the area are analysed using Ilwis 2.1 for Windows to assess possible environmental impacts and land use and land cover changes during the seven years period.  Results show that there has been significant change in the land use and land cover around the Witbank Dam area during the period under review.  It is evident from the results that there has been an extension in the Dam area coverage and this has resulted in extinction of other land uses in the area.
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