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Abstract

The majority of wetlands of southern Africa are associated with the Zambezi, Okavango, Limpopo/Save, Cunene, Orange, Nkomati and Ruvuma River basins.  These river basins transcend national boundaries and are shared by at least two countries, with the maximum of eight countries in the case of the Zambezi River basin.  This paper advocates the application of the Ecosystem Approach (as adopted by the Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biodiversity) to the use, conservation and management of wetlands of southern Africa. The 12 Principles of the Ecosystem Approach will be presented.  The paper also analyses the opportunities to provide an enabling environment for the application of the ecosystem approach.  These include the geo-political, historical, cultural and socio-economic environments, especially in the contexts of the SADC Treaty and its protocols and The New Partnership for Africa’s Development.  The paper finally presents an analysis of constraints or challenges likely to impede the implementation of the ecosystem approach.  
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