ROUNTABLE DISCUSSION

ON

Data bases and Data Management

The following recommendations were proposed after discussions on data management:
1. User Data Needs:  It is important to define the needs of users from the start. The database should be designed with user input. The database should be flexible because the user community may expand and new categories of users may be added over time.

2. Essential Wetland Data:  Emphasis was put on the importance of socio-economic data as core elements of a database.  Often such data are considered as very relevant but are nevertheless underrepresented in the actual database.

3. Data Sharing:  This is difficult to manage in practice.  Researchers are often the main culprits because they are unwilling to share data.

4. Data Format:  This was not discussed due to time constraints.

5. Pitfalls and Problems:  The participants identified several potential problem areas:

· Lack of institutional commitment for continued support after the initial start-up.
· One person must be in charge to ensure consistency and compatibility.
· Research institutional arrangements should support the development of not only research but also database development.
· The time dimension must be built into databases.  
· It should be possible to link datasets right from the start through geographical coordinates.
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