WELCOME FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF BOTSWANA

Hon. Mr. B. Temane, Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly


The purpose of this brief is to provide a summary of issues relevant to global concerns about global warming and climate change via the United Nations Convention Framework on Climate Change (UNFCCC), some aspects from the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), and the RAMSAR Convention on Wetlands of International importance.

Botswana has already signed and/or ratified several international conventions and agreements, demonstrating the country's sense of responsibility with respect to international environmental concerns (Table 1).



Table 1.  Botswana's commitment to international environmental conventions


Botswana has yet to ratify the Kyoto Protocol. A cabinet memorandum has been prepared and it is hoped that an instrument of ratification would be deposited with the United Nations Office in New York.

As of 12th September 2002, the total number of ratifications/accessions/acceptances is 94. That is, there are 94 Parties to the Kyoto Protocol. The total emissions by the 94 Parties only constitute 37.1% of the total (global) percentage of emissions based on 1990 year. The Kyoto Protocol has been open for signature since 16th March 1998. The Kyoto Protocol is not yet in effect. It will enter into force 90 days after it has been ratified by at least 55 Parties to the Convention (UNFCCC), including developed countries accounting for at least 55% of the total 1990 carbon dioxide (equivalent) emissions from this industrialised group of countries.

GLOBAL WARMING, CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE OKAVANGO ECOSYSTEM

One major task that faces academia and research organisations, from both the public and private sectors, is the need to refine our understanding of the vulnerability of the Okavango ecosystem to global warming and climate changes.  Furthermore it will be necessary to undertake studies to identify adaptive and mitigative measures and strategies to minimise the impact of global warming and climate change.  It will also be necessary to assess the scope of cross-sectoral issues (the human dimension, the ability of the ecosystem to rehabilitate, the possible impact by the various industrial and socioeconomic activities including tourism) on the ecosystem.


The Okavango ecosystern is unique in the sense that:

· The water flows into the Okavango ecosystem are climate-bound and are therefore likely to be influenced by global warming and climate change.

Centres of excellence in this country and this region, the academic community of Botswana, Botswana’s education system, its private sector, and its non-government organisations could all play a role in ensuring that Botswana benefits from discussions and research on global warming and climate change.  Particularly, we need assistance with the following actions already underway by the Government of Botswana in fulfilling its obligation to the Global Climate Change Conventions.

· Adaptive or mitigation strategies identified for key sectors (energy, land use and forestry, waste, agriculture and industry).  What can be done here in the Okavango Delta?

· Impacts and vulnerability studies for forestry, crops, health, livestock, pollution of rivers and groundwater undertaken.  This is really a countrywide research agenda.

· A process of raising public awareness has been initiated.  Botswana’s people need good information about the implications of climate change on their lives.

Possible Effects of Global Warming and Climate Change on Botswana


The possible impacts of Global Warming and Climate Change on Botswana and subsequently on the various sectors of the economy are not difficult to visualize. Already there are signs of an increased minimum air temperature. The analysis of temperature data for Gaborone, like for other centers in Botswana, confirms the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) findings. Indeed temperatures have increased significantly.

Strategy for Botswana to Address Climate Change

The best way for Botswana to address and implement climate change related concerns is through studies of vulnerable sectors, population groups, and identification of mitigation measures.  I hope that this conference will reveal solidly-researched information about the Okavango Delta that will enable us to better understand present and future scenarios and how to deal with them.  On behalf of the Government of Botswana, I wish you a very fruitful week of presentations and discussions and a most pleasant stay in our country.




Wetlands of International Importance (RAMSAR Convention 1971)


Convention on Biological Diversity (1992)


The Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES 1973)


The Vienna Convention on the Protection of the Ozone Layer (1985)


Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (1987)


Convention to Combat Desertification (1994)


Convention for the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1998)
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